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Testimony IN SUPPORT of S.B. 896, An Act Concerning Tree Removal on Properties Under the
Control of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

I would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to testify on behalf of S.B.
896

Trees are such an important part of any state park and campground, their removal should be
overseen by an expert. S.B. 896 would provide real transparency to any tree removal, should it
need to be done. Too often, trees are removed for questionable reasons, but if it’s required that
an arborist not associated with or employed by DEEP makes the decision to remove trees, it
would generate a higher level of public trust.
The replanting of similar trees by conservation groups or forest advocacy groups would also
further ensure public trust in the process.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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